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Partial Translation 

[0031] (roughly corresponding to column 7, lines 50-57 and column 8, lines 50-53 
of the counterpart EP publication) 

Then, in step S3, the user operates the controller 6 and selects one menu 
item from the menu. At this time, the user operates the left and right buttons 23 
and 24 (fine operations) or the L and R buttons 25 and 26 (large scale operations) 
so as to rotate the entire menu items to the right or left to a small or large extent 
and sequentially show the menu items on the screen. The user may operate the U 
and D buttons 27 and 28 so as to rotate the entire menu upwards or downwards 
and sequentially show the menu items. When the operation button is then 
released at a predetermined timing, the rotation is stopped, and the desired menu 
item is arranged in the center of the screen, with the menu item is then selected (in 
the example in Fig. 13, NATURE is selected). 

[0035] (roughly corresponding to column 9, lines 41-57 of the counterpart EP 
publication) 

When the lower level is proceeded to, the CPU 43 approaches the vicinity of 
the selected menu item, as shown in Figs. 15 and 16, and an image of a door 
opening and zooming-in s displayed, as shown in Fig. 17. The menu is configured 
so as to have a hierarchical structure in the depth direction. This makes the user 
realize "Moving toward objectives" in a natural way at the time of transitions 
between levels. 
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(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR PICTURE CONTROL 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To improve the 



operativeness for menu item selection. 
SOLUTION: Menu items are arranged along a closed 
curved surface consisting of a pentagon or hexagon to 
constitute a menu, and it is viewed from the center of 
this closed curved surface to display a part of menu 
items. The closed curved surface (the whole of the 
menu) is rotated vertically and horizontally by a 
controller 6 to arrange and select a desired menu item in 
the center of the picture. When the selected menu item 
has a hierarchy, display is switched to this hierarchy, but 
when it has not a hierarchy, the picture corresponding to 
this menu item is displayed. 
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[Ell 6] H20*ltff letter, ^==.-7-frAfe 
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